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LEARNING TO PHONE HOME

The first challenge was getting the hardware up there. Bt even
rocket would be no more than fireworks if we coulda™t ride along
was just electronically for the time being. mmu Systems we' .
needed for Space ~ 2-way 10 guide our paylonds

1o exact destinations, to set them to work gathering data and sending it home
began in carest with the Pioneer program: Unmanned rockets to the

Moon.

Pioneer 4. sent aloft aboard the Juno 11 on March 3, 1959, flew past the

Moon and into an orbit around the Sun. It sent home o huge cache of
information that was received at the brand new communications complex at
Goldstone Lake, California. Designed and managed by Jet Propulsion Labs,
this was the birth of the Deep Space Communications Network, our
telephone to the stars.
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