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You know young people always talk about, "Well, I've got to get respect.”
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When | heard this particular report--and we've had other incidences --
but it is inconceivable to me -- inconceivable to me -- that in my teenage

years that | would be out somewhere running along downtown at nine
o'clock at night. Impossible for me to fathom. Because my mother said,

"Boy, | know you have a watch, but if the watch stops working, if you forget
to wind it, if the battery breaks, there's only one thing you need to do: Look
up. When that light goes on, have your butt on the steps. | don't care
whether its Eastern Standard Time, Daylight Saving[s] Time, Pacific Time,
Mid-Atlantic Time, North Pole Time. When that light goes on, have your butt
on the steps. Don't let me have to look for you."

Now that's what she said. It was real easy, real simple. And you know, |
know a lot has happened in the 40 years since | was an early teen. | know

that some things have changed. But now, there are a few things that
don't or shouldn't change !

Right now, and lastly to our teenagers:

Let me say this: If you want all of us ,
black - white or any other color, if you want us
to respect you, if you want us to look at you in
a different way, if you want us not to be afraid
to walk down the same side of the street with
you, if you want folks not to jump out of the
elevator when you get on, if you want folks to
stop following you around in stores when
you’re out shopping, if you want somebody to offer you a job or an internship
somewhere, if you don’t want folks to be looking in or trying to go in a
different direction when they see two or twenty of you coming down the
street, then stop acting like idiots and fools, out in the streets of the city of
Philadelphia. Just cut it out.

And another thing, take those doggone hoodies down, especially in the
summer,

v" Pull your pants up and buy a belt, because no one wants to see your
underwear or the crack of your butt. Nobody. Buy a belt. Buy a belt.
Nobody wants to see your underweatr.

v' Comb your hair and get some grooming skills. Comb your hair.
Running round here with your hair all over the place.

Remark: The Mayor of Philadelphia is not happy
with how his city’s youth are behaving and he’s not
afraid to scold them publically. Michael Nutter took
the podium at his church in West Philly on Sunday,
August 7, 2011 to admonish teens for making the

city look bad with the recent mob attacks and : |
diminish their race...Nutter said the violent teens have hurt other people, hurt themselves and
"damaged the race". He also added that the parents of these teens need to be more involved and
not just a "Human ATM"......



